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TERRY MOSHER | Leavell continues his
family's legacy
By Terry Mosher

Tuesday, December 24, 2013

I donâ€™t know if there is a more perfect fit anywhere then that of Aaron Leavell as
superintendent of the Bremerton School District. Itâ€™s as if the post was made for
Leavell, whose roots grow deep into the Bremerton soil.

Leavell, 41, is a 1990 graduate of Central Kitsap High School. He is the grandson of
one of Bremertonâ€™s biggest community leaders, Glenn Jarstad. Jarstad was the
mayor for 18 years (1964-82), the longest tenure of any Bremerton major. There was
good reason for that: Jarstad was home-born and invested almost his entire life trying
to make Bremerton better. He grew up in Gorst (Otto Jarstad Park there is named
after Glennâ€™s dad), graduated from South Kitsap High School and went to
Washington State on a football scholarship, and also played baseball and threw the
javelin.

Jarstad, who led the effort to develop Lions Park and Gold Mountain Golf Course,
was a major presence along with wife June at Bremerton High sporting events,
including when Leavell was a teacher and coach at the school. The pool at the
Bremerton YMCA is named after Jarstad.

Glenn Jarstadâ€™s presence and spirit lives on it Leavell, who is an advocate for all
aspects of Bremerton public education.

Becoming superintendent is what he was meant to do.

â€œAaron actually told me a long time ago that being Bremerton superintendent was
the destination job for him,â€ community sports activist Lane C. Dowell said. â
€œThatâ€™s what he wanted to be more than anything.â€

Leavell played football (briefly) and basketball at Central Kitsap and went to Olympic
College and graduated from Central Washington with a degree in social studies and a
minor in English.

John Sitton, Leavellâ€™s basketball coach at CK, said Leavell was the ninth or 10th
man on the team, but that he was indispensable.

â€œHe was the consummate team player,â€ Sitton said. â€œHis whole outlook was
not for Aaron, but for everybody else. He was a great communicator. His people skills
are outstanding, and heâ€™s a relationship builder. He made our team better.

â€œHe really cares about people. I couldnâ€™t be happier for Bremerton. Heâ€™s
just a perfect fit for that job.â€
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Leavell came back home after college and started teaching at Ridgetop Junior High.
A year later (1997), he shifted to Bremerton Junior High where he coached football
and track and field and assisted Larry Gallagher and then Casey Lindberg with the
Bremerton High School basketball program.

â€œIn 1998-99 we went to state,â€ Leavell said. â€œWe had guys like Miah Davis
and Angelo Lundy. Our first game we lost to Lynden (57-41). We just completely fell
apart. We didnâ€™t look like the Bremerton team we had seen all year long.â€

Leavell said the Knights could have folded after that disappointing showing, but he
and Lindberg got the kids going again and the Knights won their next three games â
€” 70-62 over Hanford; 58-45 over Centralia, and 65-48 over Olympia â€” to finish in
fifth place.

He taught social studies for three years at Bremerton Junior High before the principal
suggested he had the leadership skills to be a school administrator. He went to
Seattle Pacific University to pick up his administration credentials and became the
assistant principal at Bremerton Junior High in 2002. Three years later, he was
promoted to co-principal at Bremerton High School.

In 2009, he was voted the high school principal of the year. Leavell left Bremerton to
become the secondary education director at North Kitsap for three years, while at the
same time studying for his doctorate degree at the University of Washington.

He accepted the position as assistant superintendent of Bremerton schools in March
of 2012 and in June that year he got his doctorate. When Bremerton superintendent
Flip Herndon left in August for a position with the Seattle Public Schools, the logical
and most popular choice to fill the vacancy was Leavell.

In accepting the position he completed the cycle that started with Jarstad.

â€œAaron is just one of the nicest, most caring and most intelligent human beings I
ever met,â€ Dowell said. â€œHe is just totally dedicated to doing the right things
about kids. I have known him as a teacher, coach, as principal and now as
superintendent and he is not one iota full of himself.â€

With a guy like Leavell, it would seem to me, there will be tremendous support for
Bremertonâ€™s sports programs.

â€œAs a former coach and athlete, I have an interest in athletics,â€ Leavell said. â
€œIt certainly was a big part of my education, and really is a big part of our student
education here.â€

Leavell is quick to also point out he is invested in the whole academic process.

Just as Leavell says his grandfather, â€œlived his life for the people of this
community,â€ Leavellâ€™s goal was to live his life for the students of Bremerton.

â€œI am able to sit down with people and say â€˜I have been in your shoes, believe
me,â€™â€ he said. â€œI get it. So I will always have a listening ear. I will always
take time for students, parents and community members. That is just who I am.â€
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If this all sounds a little corny, especially when we live in a world where the bad
seems to gain more headlines than the good, maybe it is. But Leavell is a nice guy,
and there is nothing that will change that.

â€œI might add,â€ Dowell said, â€œthat sometimes people think when somebody is
so nice they can be stepped on, and that Aaron is too nice and can be stepped on.â€

But Dowell adds that is not the case. Donâ€™t mistake kindness for weakness,
Dowell warns. When toughness is called for, toughness will appear.

â€œHe listens to everybody,â€ Dowell said. â€œHe is the type of guy who can go to
the head custodian, and be welcomed, and ask for an opinion on something. He
values everybodyâ€™s opinion.

â€œHeâ€™s just a wonderful human being. And a great role model.â€

Somewhere, Glenn Jarstad is smiling.

Terry Mosher is a former Sun sports writer who writes a weekly column for the Kitsap
Sun and publishes The Sports Paper online at www.sportspaper.org.
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